Freedom

of Choice

Exofic car shares give enthusiasts the joy
of variety without the burden of ownership.

BY MATTHEW PHENIX

HARE YOUR TOYS, Its one of the first lessons every | sample a diverse array of exmraordinary vehicles on public
kid learns in Kindergarten, and its the puiding prin roads and o their own driveways, without the commutment
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fashioned business of renting cars, Not unlike fractional real | more than a dozen car-share clubs across the country, in-
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Although s first home 15 New York (hence the nome),
Gotham Dream Cars operates a satellice location
Dania Beach, Fla., offering members a sunny counter
1o the Big / icier months, Bo Cs Maintam exten-
sive car collections, though the campany—which, in addi-
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rentals and davlong mult-vehicle “Dream Tours"—shuffles
a few fair-weather m (mcluding its recently acquired
Lamborghimi Murciclago LP&4H) Roadster) between New
York and Florida on a seasonal basts. Gotham’s DreamShare
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that manee from $15.000 w $49 000, Pomnts are redeemable
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 lochwie froam rear ‘I'Jri {.‘Il‘i'\ll-ﬂ' Cart '1|h

n“‘-[lhn"- a 2005 Lotus Elise, 1965 Shelby Cobra, 1972

jaguar E-Type, 1965 Ford Mustong ( onvertible, 2005 Ford GT,

and 1967 Cheveolet Chevelle 55 in their Maonhatian showroom.

Opposite, lap to bottom: A Lamborghini Murciélogo, Lotus Elise,

and Ferrari F430-—a few exotics availakle ail Club Sportiva

at either location, but the company’s flagship garage in Has-
brouck Heights, N, 15 minutes from Manhatan, appeases
DreamShare members’ social hankerings with a sprawling
clubhouse bedecked with hitness equipment, pool tables, and
video=game systems.

With a palery 81,500 mitianion fee (for a Classc € ollec-
ton membership) and annual dues thar range from: $8.(KK)
to 820,250, the Classic Car Club offers a lot of bang for the
buck. Founded in 1995, the company has garages in Lon

don, Copenhagen, and New York, although ambitious ex
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Classic Car Cluh offers i members not merely the latest
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and greatest, but a few golden oldies, too. The company hs
built both a Carbon Fiber Collecton, comprised of new
models including a Ford GT and a Maserati GranTurismo,
and a fastidiously preserved Classic Collection, brimming
with such confections as 2 1967 Chevrolet Chevelle 55 and
a4 1972 De Tomaso Pantera

I'he indisputable bangain of our selections, San Francisco’s
Club Sportiva is nonetheless a fisst-class outfic whose per-
somal service and EIOWINE assortment O CArs—110L0 1O e
tion its proxinuty o roads like the superb stretch of Califor-
mia’s Highway | near Monterey make memberslnp nearly

irresistible. After paving a nominal imnaton fee (which

essentially buys 2 daylong driving academy with 2 profes
sional instructor), .15\,“-.:1-'.|I|I~ uill k from four membet ship lev-
els, with annual dues that range from 85,000 to $28.0060, Al
membership grades offer access o Club sportivas full feet,
which includes such goodics a5 an Audi B8, 2 Lotus Elise
and a pristing 154659 Jagroar © Type. Members are also allowed
to vore on the clubs future acquisitions

[0 those who have known the acut pain of paying for
L tune-up or a brake job for a Ferrari or another auto of
that ilk, the noton of a car-share doubtless makes sound
economic sense. Bur these clubs aren’t merely the most
prudent way to drive a dream. They afford members the

rare chance o commune with other like-minded mo-
toring enthusiasts, share more than toys, and expand the
eXOLC-car CXpenence bevond the I:||:||1|'|.|:’ and expeanane)
wner-mechanic rel itonship, “Ies abour a ;]H"\-\.[".ll'-_ really”’
says Club Sportivas manager of client relations Zephan
FischL"1ts abour getting rogether with people who share a
prasston for pure deoving, This 50 o rental car o ampany. Fo
olr members, its a way of hfe™ [
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